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“gounts ﬁmﬁ-ﬁegreem&erfor
the butcher-knife slaying of her four
young children.

By its verdict, the fury of nine men
and three women rejected the defense
plea of innocent by reason of insanity.

Justice Joseph D. Mintz ordered Mrs.
Trait taken to jail fo await seaience oo
Jan. 5. She fates possitie terms of 35
mm&hmmxmm

DEC 211919

mmm
mmm::nm:{emm~
%mmﬁﬁmm

ALRLEY LA

lawyer said, bewiilseekmhaveme
retrialhelﬂinﬂew’fmkmtyinma
what he calied the “poisoned” atomos
phere for insanity defenses in Exie Coun-
.
“The insanity defense is alive and well
- <5 : inNewYu-k‘ﬁtx"Vimmd.
. guilty verdict came in the second
mﬁw&amammmmm e G imevaiions. Yot o
e the jurors declined comment when ap-
proached by reparters, bt one confided
it had been a “totigh time.”
“ﬂlmw*”besﬂd,“islmpel
never hiave to-dodt again.
mmz;,wfwndgmtydm-»
tentionally kilfing her four children,
agedim&,in;nupperapaxmtatm
Montana Avepue on July 16, 1978. - |
While the sounds of Christmas flled
dewntown streets outside Erie County
. Hall, thejuryiman four times re<
* sponded “guilty” when asked by the
v elerk how the hny found on each of the

& poll of the Jury showed the verdict




sweck The jury asked to see it
Wednesday night and again Thursday
afternoon. :

*You would probably say this is mur-
der, but it wasn't murder to me,” the
did thiat to help save their souls,” she
said. » -

. at the start of the frial that Mrs, Trait
Defense psychiatrists testified that -
enia, parancid type, that she did not
imow the natnre or consequences of her
actions.
that finding, lestifving that Mre, Trait
had an anti-social or sociopathic person-
;ﬁtyanﬂkmw%weﬁwba:sham
They pertrayed the defendant as a
pleasure-seeking woman without goals
who took out her anger and frusiration



